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SUMMARY 

Ishmael Beah tells a riveting story. At the age of twelve, he fled attacking rebels and wandered the Sierrra Leone 
countryside. By thirteen, he’d been picked up by the government army, given a gun, and forced to fight. He is 
eventually released and sent to a UNICEF rehabilitation center, where he struggled to regain his humanity and to 
reenter the world of civilians who viewed him with fear and suspicion. This is a story of redemption and hope. 
www.alongwaygone.com/index.html  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. What surprised you, if anything, about Ishmael's story?  

2. Ishmael tells us that some of the boys who had been rehabilitated with him later became soldiers again. What 
factors ensured that he could remain a civilian? What factors might have contributed to the boys returning to 
rebel life?  

3. Do you think that all former child soldiers can be rehabilited if given the right opportunity, or do you think that 
there some (many?) are permanently affected?  If permanent, what long term consequences might this have for 
society in Sierra Leone?  

4. Knowing that there were so many child soldiers in Sierra Leone, why didn't the international community 
intervene to help them?  

5. Many 'facts' in this memoir have been questioned. Does knowing this change your feelings about the story? If 
so, how?  

QUICK F ACTS  

Became a British colony: 1808  
Declared independence: 1961 
Civil War: 1991 – 2002 (50,000+ died) 
Population: 5.7 million 
Main exports: Diamonds, gold and other minerals  
Capital city: Freetown  
Official language: English  
Most widely spoken language: Krio  
Religion:  Muslim (60%), Christian (30%)  
Life expectancy: 48.2 years 

 

LEARN MORE  

Sierra Leone Civil War (Wikipedia). http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sierra_Leone_Civil_War  
Blood diamonds (UN).  http://www.un.org/peace/africa/Diamond.html 
Amputation.  http://allafrica.com/stories/200205140782.html 
Sierra Leone's rebel teenage army (BBC). http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/special_report/1999/01/99/sierra_leone/250125.stm  

Sierra Leone development plan for next 50 years (Guardian). http://tinyurl.com/7klbc4h  
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